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Lecture : Although there are several staging system used for hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), the 

Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) staging system are usually used to define advanced stage HCC 

(BCLC-C).1 This stage includes patients presenting with vascular invasion or extrahepatic spread who 

are still relatively fit, as reflected by a performance status ≤2 at staging work-up, and who have 

preserved liver function.1 The first-line recommendation with high-level of scientific evidence is 

systemic therapy. Currently, several systemic agents has show scientific efficacy in randomized 

controlled trials, which are atezolizumab with bevacizumab combination therapy,2 lenvatinib,3 and 

sorafenib.4, 5 Tremelimumab with durvalumab has also shown promising result as a first-line for 

advanced stage HCC.1 Cabozantinib and atezolizumab has also shown promising results in early 

analysis.1 However, advanced HCC includes heterogeneous population. If mUICC staging is used, 

advanced HCC by BCLC staging system (BCLC-C) include mUICC II, mUICC III and mUICC stage IV.6 The 

Korean Liver Cancer Association-National Cancer Center practice guidelines for the management of 

HCC suggested resection can be an alternative option for mUICC II or mUICC III HCC with vascular 

invasion. Herein, we’ll discuss treatment option for advanced HCC, from the viewpoint of hepatologist. 
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